
ECHO The Newsletter 

Fall 2020 For the latest news and updates for Seven Devils, visit our website– SevenDevils.net or our Facebook Page 

In this Issue 

State Road 101 

Debris Pick Up 

Important Emergency 

Information 

Drainage Info 

What you need to know 

about Snow Plowing 

Debris (Tree Limb) Pick Up 101 

Effective May 19, 2020 at the Public Works Committee meeting, a decision was made to adopt 
the following procedure: The Town will publish Community deadlines for debris pickup, three 
times per year. The first pickup will be early spring; the second will be early summer, and the 
third will be late fall. The deadline schedule will be published in the ECHO newsletter, on our 
website at www.sevendevils.net, and on our Facebook page.  

The deadline to have limbs cut and by the Town Roads this Fall is September 30th. Pickups will 
begin October 1st, 2020.  Limbs must be less than 3” in diameter, that the property owner has 
personally cut or pruned, and the Town will chip the limbs. Limbs must be placed along the Town 
road, in the right of way, for removal. Public Works department will pick up limbs on a schedule 
created by the Public Works Director. Please do not interrupt the Town crew as they drive by; 
they are busy working on projects as directed by the Public Works Director. The Town will not 
pick up vegetation, weeds, or leaves and should not be placed in the right of ways; these materi-
als may be taken by the property owner to the County landfill sites. The Town will not pick up 
trimmings that a contractor (landscaper, property maintenance personnel, or builder) has cut. 
The debris must be removed by the contractor daily, by the end of each day. The Public Works 
Director has total discretion in determining what limbs can be picked up, or not. This is a courtesy 
service provided by the Town, and not intended to interfere with commercial enterprise endeav-
ors. 

State Road 101 

In the Town of Seven Devils, there is one State Road, named Seven Devils Road from the intersec-
tion of Highway 105, up to the Old Town Hall at 1356 Seven Devils Road, where the road bears 
left and becomes Skyland Drive, to the terminus at Hawksnest Resort. This road is owned by the 
State of North Carolina, is maintained by the State of North Carolina, as well as the Right-of-Way, 
and is operated by the Department of Transportation, Division 11. Typically, the Right-of-Way is 
60 feet, which means the State owns the property from the centerline of the road, out 30 feet on 
each side of the centerline. As with all state roads, the state controls the right-of-way of differing 
distances based on geography and curvature of the terrain.  If you own property on the State 
Road, the State actually owns the Right-of-Way on your property. Look at your recorded deed 
and/or survey, and this Right-of-Way will be reflected as such. 

Local law enforcement does not enforce parking situations on state property unless there is a 
defined travel hazard. If one of our officers observes a vehicle parked in the travel lane it will be 
removed for safety concerns. The North Carolina State Highway Patrol does have a program 
where they “tag” vehicles parked on the state right-of-way.  If the “tagged” vehicles are not re-
moved within 24 hours, the Highway Patrol will have them removed.  

If you are certain that the vehicles are parked on your property, and not on the state right-of-
way, you are welcome to contact the towing company of your choice and have the vehicle re-
moved at the owner’s expense.  Law enforcement officers do not have the authority to have vehi-
cles removed from private property, it must be the property owner.  However, before you have a 
vehicle removed, you must be certain that the vehicle is in fact on your privately owned proper-
ty.  If you have a vehicle removed from property that you do not own, you may be subjecting 
yourself to civil litigation from the owner. If you are having an issue along the State Road, such 
as vehicles, trash, signage, etc., feel free to contact the State for resolution. The State Highway 
Patrol can be reached at *HP on your cell phone, or Watauga: 828-262-1152, or Avery: 828-733-
0489.  

Town Council  

Meetings 

September 8th 

October 13th 

November 10th 

Town Holidays 

Sept 7th Labor Day 

Nov 11 Veteran’s Day 

Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving 

Join the Seven 

Devils Volunteer 

Fire Department  

 

 

Make a difference in your                 

community today by serving 

on the Seven Devils Volun-

teer Fire Department. 

Am I qualified?  

No qualifications needed. 

We will teach you everything 

you need to know—all you 

need to do is volunteer.  

Age Requirement: You must 

be at least 18 years of age. 

To Join Email  

Fire Chief Bobby Powell   

firechief@sevendevils.net 



What you need to know about Snow 

Plowing in the Town of  

Seven Devils 

The Town will only plow Town roads; private roads will 
NOT be plowed by the Town. The Town uses chat only; 
salt is not used because it is caustic to the environment 
and hard on vehicles and equipment. It is possible to 
have freshly plowed roads that are still snow-covered, 
but have chat distributed on the roadway; in other 
words, roads will not be totally bare. 

The Town employees have a specifically generated 
route used when plowing; the equipment cannot push 
snow to one side and then the other to accommodate 
specific needs. Likewise, they cannot back up easily, or 
plow around your vehicle if it is parked too close to the 
roadway. When we receive a large amount of snowfall, 
the plowed lane will be more narrow than usual. The 
volume of snow that must be pushed will create a larg-
er “wall” of snow. 

The Town does not plow private driveways, nor is the 
Town responsible for the “buildup” of snow that is 
pushed onto the driveway entrances. Driveways are the 
property owner’s responsibility. 

Do not park in the road, and make sure all wheels of 
your vehicle are off the roadway. This is standard Emer-
gency Procedures to allow fire trucks and ambulances 
clear passage in case of an emergency. You will be tick-
eted if your vehicle is parked on the road. The next 
emergency may be yours, so be sure to be a good 
neighbor, and create clear passage. 

Town of Seven Devils Town Hall 

157 Seven Devils Road 

Seven Devils, NC 28604 

www.sevendevils.net 

(828) 963-5343  

 

Debbie Powers- Town Manager 

townmanager@sevendevils.net 

Hillary Gropp- Town Clerk 

townclerk@sevendevils.net 

Helga Sappington- Finance Officer 

townfinance@sevendevils.net 

Kevin Aldridge 

Public Works Director 

publicworksdirector@sevendevils.net 

Bobby Powell- Fire Chief 

firechief@sevendevils.net 

 

Johnathan Harris- Police Chief 

policechief@sevendevils.net 

Jewel McKinney 

Parks and Rec Program Tech 

parksandrec@sevendevils.net 

Town Contacts 

Storm Water Responsibilities  

Property Owner and the Town 

During rain events, impervious surfaces such as rooftops, drive-
ways, parking lots, and roads prevent water from being absorbed 
into the ground. When a rainfall event occurs, the portion of wa-
ter that is not absorbed into the ground becomes what is known 
as “storm water runoff”. All properties contribute to storm water 
runoff and property owners are responsible for storm drainage 
flowing through their property. 

MAINTENANCE OF DITCH AREAS: To allow for proper function of 
the overall system, the Town maintains the public ditch system 
along Town roadways. The Town does not maintain drainage utili-
ty easements located on private property. However, the Town 
may enter private property located within a dedicated drainage 
easement to remove an obstruction or otherwise repair or rehab 
the ditch system. While the Town takes proactive measures to 
mitigate drainage issues and concerns throughout the Town, 
flooding of both property and homes, can, and will occur during 
times of heavy rains. 

PRIVATE DRAINAGE & EROSION ISSUES: Private drainage and 
erosion issues, as well as ground water issues (i.e. natural springs) 
are the responsibility of the property owner. The Town is not re-
sponsible for ensuring proper drainage on privately owned prop-
erty. In general, the property owner has the duty to maintain the 
easement; this includes public drainage utility easements located 
on private property. Property owners are responsible for main-
taining drainage easements located on their property in a neat 
and clean manner. This may include routine grounds keeping, 
such as grass mowing and removal of trash, vegetation, and de-
bris. Owners should ensure that drainage ditches and structures 
are kept free of yard waste (grass clippings, tree trimmings, fallen 
limbs, and leaves) or other obstructions (fencing or retaining 
walls) that may block the flow of water. Driveways and their asso-
ciated culverts are also the property owner responsibilities. 

Vegetative growth (trees and shrubs), driveways, and their associ-
ated culverts, may be permitted or allowed in easements as long 
as they do not block the flow of storm drainage. Drainage to 
neighboring properties is a civil matter between the property 
owners. Moreover, owners that place obstructions, or fail to 
maintain property within public drainage easements may be sub-
ject to civil action from adjacent property owners and may be 
subject to a notice of violation as determined by the Town. While 
the Town may propose or recommend possible solutions, the 
Town cannot design or otherwise engineer improvements on pri-
vate property. Additionally, the Town cannot recommend a partic-
ular contractor or undertake any work outside a dedicated Town 
easement. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: Keep easements free of litter and debris. 
Do not rake, blow, or dump grass clippings or leaves into the 
ditches. Keep the area easily accessible in case repairs or mainte-
nance are necessary. Remember that rain water naturally runs 
downhill, so when you are creating landscape ditches, please keep 
this in mind. Be a “good neighbor” and work with your adjoining 
property owners to avoid any excessive runoff or damage. Help to 
keep our pristine mountain beautiful! 

 

Important Emergency  

Information 

If you are having a true medical emergency CALL 911! 

Do Not call Town Hall or ask Town Hall to call for you. 

911 Dispatch is specifically trained to handle emergen-

cy situations- let them assist you. When you call 911, 

dispatch will pinpoint your location and send appro-

priate assistance for your needs. Your life may depend 

on this! 


