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We want to hear from you! A link to an online survey has been sent out with the water
bills about the repurposing of the Old Town Hall (OTH) into a Community Center. This
survey is fully electronic and can be found on our website– www.sevendevils.net or by
using this direct link to the survey:
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07egp6ldm4k2do3c4e/start

The Old Town Hall property will still be housing community events such as SafetyFest,
"Lite the Nite", and Arbor Day. The building will still serve as a Red Cross Shelter when
needed, the Fire Station, and some space will be designated for storage of materials
used for SafetyFest. As a Town we are excited about the opportunities that we have
with land around our New Town Hall, but this survey is specifically for the repurposing
of the Old Town Hall. In the future more of your input will be requested as to how we
could use the land around the New Town Hall.

This survey will close January 15, 2020

Meet Jewel
Seven Devils new Parks and Recreation Program Tech, Jewel McKinney,
is an Appalachian State Alumni with a
degree in Recreation Management. In
her free time Jewel enjoys hiking,
rock climbing, and with winter upon
us snowboarding.

Attention Residents
and Visitors
The Town has a sign posted at the
beginning of Seven Devils Road
that advises 4WD, chains, or studded snow tires are required when
traveling on Town roads.
When the yellow light is flashing,
drivers should follow this requirement. It is for your safety

Municipal Election Results Town Council Meetings &
Town Council Elections were held
Town Hall Closures
November 5, 2019. 4 candidates ran for
three seats on the Town Council. These
are the results:
Larry Fontaine

76

Kay Ehlinger

59

Jeff Williams

40

Wayne Bonomo

39

Fontaine & Ehlinger will serve on the
Town Council for a 4 year term while
Williams will serve 2 years. Member
Bailey resigned her seat as she has
moved out of the Town limits.
Bonomo was appointed to the vacant
seat & will serve the remainder of
the term. Bonomo was sworn in at
the Town Council meeting on November 12, 2019 .
Fontaine, Ehlinger & Williams will
take the oath of office at the Dec
10th Town Council Mtg. During this
meeting the Council will select the
Mayor & Mayor Pro Tem.

Town Council Meetings are held on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the
New Town Hall.
Upcoming Dates are:
− December 10th at 5:30pm
−

January 14th at 5:30pm

−

February 11th at 5:30pm

−

March 10th at 5:30pm

Town Hall will be CLOSED on the

following days:
−

December 24th-26th for Christmas

−

January 1st for New Years Day

−

February 17th for Presidents Day

Connect with Us
Visit our New Town of Seven
Devils Facebook Page!
https://bit.ly/37GIh8Y

Note from the Town Clerk
Greetings,
A warm welcome to our newest staff member, Jewel McKinney. She’s been hired as Parks & Rec Program Technician.
Even though it is the quiet months of winter, she is busy planning events for the busy months of spring & summer. She
has been a great support with this publication of the Winter Echo and updating the Town’s Facebook page. Jewel has
started events email newsletter, so reach out to be included on the list. Jewel shares the front office space with me, so
there’s a good chance you will meet her next time you stopped into Town Hall. But there’s also a good chance you will
meet her on Otter Falls Trail or at OTH.
While twinkling lights will begin to appear for the holidays, the elections are over and it is the season of change. At the
December meeting we will honor outgoing Council Member David Ehmig who has served on the Town Council since
2009. All newly elected & incumbent Town Council members will have take their oath. We received new applications
from citizens to serve on the Town’s Boards & Committees in January. The website will be updated soon with all the new
members and terms.
Town Clerk is one hat I wear, another task of mine, is the monthly water billing. Remember email billing is an option.
This is a cost savings way to have your bill delivered to your inbox, anywhere you might be, especially if you are away
during the winter. A couple of years ago, to keep myself organized I began to track the accounts to be closed/opened, and
because of this it allowed me to know “how many” homes were being sold in 7D. Keep in mind this doesn’t include vacant
lots or homes not on the water system. We often hear in news reports about the strong real estate market, and Seven
Devils in definitely seeing the same trend, as YTD, there have been 55 new accounts opened. Because we are a small
town, I have the opportunity to meet many of these new citizens, and talk about their excitement of owning in 7D.
Welcome and Happy Holidays….your Town Clerk, Hillary Gropp

Property Taxes
Due
Payments must be received or postmarked by
January 6, 2020 to not be charged interest.
Interest begins January 7, 2020

For Watauga County Residents
Watauga County Emergency Services has released that they
are using Hyper-Reach to warn citizens about local emergencies, hazards, or other threats. Hyper–Reach will provide rapid notification of hazardous and urgent situations using a mix
of telephone calls, text, email messages, and TTY/TDD service
for hearing impaired.
Residents of Watauga County can enroll now either by calling or texting “Alert” to (828) 475-8725 or by going online to
http://hyper-reach.com/ncwataugasignup.html

Town Hall Moving Day
Following months of excitement, organizing and packing
for the big move of 1.3 miles down Seven Devils Road,
with 2 days of closing, the Town opened the doors of New
Town Hall—157 Seven Devils Road on September 19th.
The Admin offices and Police Dept have relocated, but all
contact info is the same.
The new boardroom is spacious allowing citizens comfortable seating for Town Council meetings. One great feature
that customers will appreciate is the drive thru window.
Bring your furry friend and get a dog treat while making a
payment. The Mountain Times are available each Thursday
in the foyer.
The Old Town Hall is still open Monday—Friday –9am to
5pm. The book exchange is open for your use.
The move was uneventful thanks to the preplanning by
Town Manager Powers.

Citizens can also download the free Hyper-Reach Anywhere
App on their smartphone that allows individual citizens to
manage and monitor the alerts they receive.

Save the Date
Arbor Day Celebration
April 24, 2020

Town Hall Contacts
Town of Seven Devils
157 Seven Devils Road
Seven Devils, NC 28604
www.sevendevils.net
(828) 963-5343
Fax 828.963.7418
Debbie Powers
Town Manager
townmanager@sevendevils.net

Hillary Gropp
Town Clerk
townclerk@sevendevils.net

Bobby Powell
Fire Chief
firechief@sevendevils.net

Helga Sappington
Finance Officer
townfinance@sevendevils.net

Jonathan Harris
Police Chief
policechief@sevendevils.net

Jewel McKinney
Parks and Recreation Program Tech
parksandrec@sevendevils.net

Kevin Aldridge
Public Works Director
publicworksdirector@sevendevils.net

